AGAVE, formed from ayavos, admirable, in Botany, a
genus of the hexandria monogynia clafs and order, of the
natural order of coronariz, and of the bromelia of Fuffieu.
Its charafters are, that it has no calyx ; that the corolla is
one-petalled, and funnel-fhaped, with a fix-parted equal
border, and lanceolate ere&t parts; the ftamina are filiform,
eret filaments, longer than the corolla; the anthers linear,
fhorter than the filaments, and verfatile; the piftillum is an
oblong germen, growing thinner towards both ends, inferior;
the ftyle filiform, of the length of the ftamina, and three-
cornered 3 the ftigma headed and three-cornered 5 the peri-
carpium is an oblong, three-cornered, three-celled, three-
valved capfule ; and the feeds are numerous. The fpecies
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enumerated by Martyn are {ix, and in the Linnzan {yflem
by Gmelin feven. The firt is the A. Americana, or Great

American aloe, whofe ftems, when vigorous, rife upwards

of twenty feet high, (onein the king of Pruffia’s garden
rofe to 40 feet,) and branch out on every fide, fo as to form
a kind of pyramid, compofed of greenifh yellow flowers,
which fland erc& and come out in thick clufters at every
joint. The feeds do not come to maturity in England.
‘When this plant flowers, it makes a beautiful appearance ;
and if it be prote&ed from the cold in autumn, a f{ucceffion
ot new flowers will be produced for near three months, in
favourable feafons. 1t has been a common error, that this
plant does not flower till it is 1co years old 5 the truth is,
that the flowering depends on its growth ; {o that in hot coun-
tries it will flower in 2 few years; but in colder clin:ates the
growth is flower, a d it will be mich longer before it fhoots
up a ftem. The firft European who poflcffed an American
aloe, is faid to have been Cortufus, who had one in 15613
and Parkinfon reports that it was firft brought into Spain.
The 6rfl that flowered in England is faid to have been M.
Cowell’s, at Hoxton, in 1729, but they have occurred fo
often fince that time, that they are now fearcely coufidered
as rarvities. Few of the variety with yellow-edged leaves
have yet bloffomed.. There are hedges of the common agave
in Spain, Portugal, Sicily, and Calabria ; it flourifhes alfo
about Naples, and in other parts of Italy. The juice of
the leaves, ftrained, and reduced to a thick confiftence by
being expofed to the fun, may be made up into balls, by
means of lye-afhes. It will lather with falt-water as well as
frefh. The leaves, inftead of pafling between the rollers of
a mill, may be_popnded in a wooden mortar, and the juice
brought to a confiftence by the'fun or by boiling. A gallon
of juice will yield about a pound of foft extract.” The leaves
are alfo ufed for fcouring pewter, or other kitchen uten-
fils, and floors. In Algarwia, where pafture is {carce, they
are cut in thin tranfverfe flices, and given to cattle. The
inward {ubflance of the decayed ftalk will ferve for tinder.
The fibres of the leaves, feparated by bruifing and fteeping
in water, and afterwards beating them, will make a thread
for common ufes. The procefs for this purpofe at Loule, in
Portugal is as follows: Having plucked the largeft and beft
leaves, one of them is laid on a {quare board which a perfon
Frcffes obliquely between his breaft and the ground, and he
crapes it with a fquare iron bar held in both hands; thus
all the juices and pulp arc prefled out, and the nerves of the
leaf only remain, which may then be divided into very fine
threads. Thefe are hung over a thin cord to dry. This
thread is not ftrong, and eafily rots in water, but it confifts
of ftraight fibres, and is applicable to many purpofes.
Link’s Travels in Portugal by Hinckley, p. 445. Varicties of
the common American agave, with gold and filver firiped
leaves, are not now uncommon in the Englifh gardens. The
Karratto agave is a variety brought from St. Chriftopher’s,
and the nameis given to other {pecies of this genus, and has
leaves from 2% feet to 3 long, and about 3 inches broad, end-
ing in a black fpine, and more ereét than thofe of the others.
This fort has not flowered in England. 2. A. vivipara, or
childing agave or aloe, ftemlefs, with. toothed leaves, never

rows to a large {ize ; as it produces no fuckers from the root,
it cannot be increafed till it flowers. This plant grows in St.
Domingo and Jamaica, and its refinous juice forms a part of
the caballine aloes of the fhops. It was firft cultivated by Mr.
Miller, in 1731. 3. A. wirginica refembles the firft fo much
as not to be diftinguifhable from it, except by good judges.
"Phe leaves are narrower and of a paler colour ; the ftems are
not fo high, nor do they branch in the fame manner; but
the flowers are colle@ted into a clofe head at the top. It
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was introduced in 1463, into the Kew gardén, by Mr. I.
Cree. 4. A. lurida has two varicties, viz. the Pera-Cruz
agave, which refembles the firlt, with thinner leaves, in-
dentures at the edges much clofer and not fo.deep, and
blacker fpincs; and the rigid or narrow-leaved agave, with
long, narrow, {tiff leaves, entire and terminated by a fhiff
black fpine. It was cultivated in 1731, by MroMiller. 3.
A. tuberofa; or tuberous-rooted agave, has the leaves in-
dented at their edges, and each indenture terminates in a
{pine ; the root is thick, and {wells clofe above the furface
of the ground; in other refpetts it agrees with the laft
fpecies ; 1t has two varieties, viz. the fingle-thorned and double-
thorned agave. It grows in the Antilles, and has been cul-
tivated at Par's under the name of A. angufiifvlia. 6. A.
JSoetida has long, narrow, Riff leaves, of a pale green colour,
waved on their edges, thole on the fide {pread open, and
thofe in the ceutre clolely folded over each other, and encom-
pafling the bud. The juice of the leaves has a bad {mell.
It is feldom more than 3 feet high, but the flower ftem
rifes near 20, and branches out in the manner of the firlt,
but more horizontally, and the flowers are fmaller and of a
greener colour.  This fpecies grows in the woods of St. Do-
mingo. A plant of this fpecies, which flowered in 1755, and

‘then died, was cultivated in 1€go in the Royal garden at

Hampton Court. Of the leaves are formed ropes and various
kinds of cloth, which ferve for garments and other purpofes.
7. A. cubenfis has ciliato-{pinofe leaves and an hexapetalous
corolla. M, La Marck makes this a variety of the A. mexi-
cana, the Metl, or Maguei of the Mexicans; it grows in Mexi-
co and the ifland of Cuba. The mucilaginous juice is ufed as
foap for wafhing, and the leaves are formed into 2 thread,
which ferves them for ropes, cloth, and other ufes.

The firft and third fpecies are hardy. Thofe of the
former fort will bear the open air in mild feafons; but
requive being (heltercd in the winter. They are propagated
by off-fets. The third fpecies generally puts out fuckers
enough for propagation. They fhould be planted in pots
filled with light fandy earth, houfed in winter, and have
little wet. In the fummer they may be expofed to the open
air, and remain thus till O&tober. The Vera-Cruz agave
fhould be longer in the houfe, as it is more tender, The fe-
cond, fourth, and fixth, never produce off-fets or fuckers from
the root ; but when they flower, there will be abundance of
them ; but they may be propagated by. taking off fome of
the larger roots, when the plants are fhifted. The fecond,
fifth, and fixth, with the Karatto and rigid agaves, are
more tender than the others, and cannot be preferved in
winter, unlefs they are placed in a warm ftove, nor will they
thrive if fet abroad in the fummer. They require alight fandy
earth, and fhould have little wet in winter ; but in {ummer
they may be gently watered twice a week. They muft be
fhifted every fummer into frefh pots; but the pots thould be
fmall, that their roots may be confined ; otherwife the plants
will not thrive. Linneus has feparated this genus from the
ALOE, becaufe the amina and ftyle are extended much longer
than the corolla, and the corolla refts upon the germ, Be.
fides, all the agaves have their central leaves, clofely folding
over each other, and embracing the flower-ftem in the centre;
fo that thefe never floewer till all the leaves are expanded, and

-when the flower is paft, the plants die. Whereas the flower-

ftem of the aloe is produced on one fide of the centre, an-
nually from the fame plant, and the leaves are more cxpanded
than in this genus. Martyn’s Miller’s Diét.



