HAT HAT

amphibious animal, called the caftor or heaver, frequent in
Canada, and other provinces of North America. See
Braves.

Hars, Meibod of making.—Hats, we have oblerved, are
made either of wool, or hair of divers animuls, particularly
of the caftor, hare, rabbif, camel, &c, The procefs is much
the fame in all ; for which reafon we fhall content ourfelves
to inftance in that of caftors. :

The {kin of this animal is covered with two kinds of hair;
the one long, fiff, glofly, and pretty thin fet : this is what
renders the fkin, or fur, of fo much value: the other is fhort,
thick, and foft, which alone is ufed in hats,

To tear off one of thefe kinds of hair, and cut the other,
the hatters, or rather the women employed for that purpofe,
make ufe of two knives, a large one, like a fhoe-maker’s
knife, for the long hair; and a finaller, not unlike a vine-
kaife, wherewith they fhave, or ferape off, the fhorter hair.

‘When the hair is off, they mix the fuff: to one-third of
dry caltor putting two-thirds of 0/d coat, 7. e. of hair which
has been worn fome time by the favages, and card the whole
with cards, like thofe ufed in the woollen manufaétory, ouly
finer ; this done, they weigh it, and take morc or lefs, ac-
cording to the fize or thicknefs of the hat intended. The
ftuff is now laid on the hurdle, which is a {quare table, pa-
rallel to the horizon, having longitudinal chinks cut through
it 3 on this hurdle, with an infirument called a foes, much
like that of a violin, but larger, whofe ftring is worked
with a-little botw-ftick, and thus made to play on the furs,
they fly and mix together, the duft and flth at the fame time
pafling through the chinks: this they reckon one of the
moft difficult operations in the whele, on account of the juft- *
nefs required in the hand to make the fuff fall precifely to-
gether, and that it may be every where of the fame thicknefs,

HAT, a covering for the head, worn by the men through- In lieu of a bow, fome hatters make ufe of a fieve, or fearce

“out the weftern gart of Europe. of hair, through which they pafs the fluff,
Hats are chiefly made of hair; wool, &c. worked, fulled, After this manner they form gores, or two capades, of an
and fathioned to the figure of the head. oval form, ending in an acute angle at top ; and with what

Hats are {aid to have been firft {een about the year 1400, ftuff remains, they fupply and ftrengthen them in places
at which time they became of ufe for country wear, riding, where they happen to be f:lcnderer than ordinary ; though
&ec. F. Danicl relates, that when Charles IT. made !}ls it is 'to_be rcme{nbercd, that they defignedly make the_m
public entry into Rouen, in 1449, he had on a hat lined with thicker in the brim, near thfe crown, than towards the cir
red velvet, and furmounted with a plume, or tuft of feathers‘: cumference, or in the crown itfelf.
he adds, that it is from this entry, or at lealt under this  The capades thus finithed, they go on to harden them
reign, that the ufe of hats and caps is to be dated, which into clf)fer .and more confiftent flakes by prefling down a -
henceforward began to take place of the chaperoons and Jardening ftin or leather thereon; this done, they are car-
“hoods that had been worn before. I.n procefs of time, rjed to the _bafar.-, \\'h}ch is a fort of bem_-h with an iron plate
from the laity, the clergy alfo took this part of the habir, fitted therein, and alittle fire underneath it ; upon which fay-
but it ‘was looked on as a great abuf.c, and fever.aI. regulations ing one of the hardcr‘lcd capafies,fprmkled over with wafer,fmd
were publifhed, forbidding any prieft, or religious perfon, a fort of mould being applied thereon, the heat of the fire, .
to appear abroad in a hat without coronets, and enjoining “'“.:h the water and -prefling, 1mb0‘ilf‘s the matter into a flight
them to keep to the ufe of chaperoons, made of black cloth, hairy fort of ftuff, or felt ; after which, turning up the edges

" with decent coronets ; if they were poor, they were at leaft all round the .moylgi, they lay it by, and Fh'us proceed to .
to have coronets faftened to their hats, and this upon penalty the other; this .ﬁmfhed, the two next-are joined together,
of fufpenfion and excommunication. Indee.d, the ufe of fo as to meet in an angle at the top, and o‘nly forr{x one
hats is faid to have been of a longer flanding among the conical cap, after the manuer of a manica Hippocratis, o
ecclefiaftics of Britanny, by two hundred years, and efpe- ﬂzu'mel bag. - '
cially among the canous ; but thefe were no other than a  The hat thus bafoned, they remove it to 2 large kind of
kind of caps, and from hence arofe the {quare caps worn in receiver or trough, reiemblmg a mlll-h:)pper, going floping
colleges, &e. ] : or narrowing down from tin‘e edge _or rim, to the bottom,

Iobincait obferves, that a bithop of Dol, in the twelfth which is a copper kettle, filled “with water and groundg,
century, zealous for good order, allowed the canons alone kept hot f01; tl;xat purpofe.  On the defcent or {loping fide,
to wear fuch hats ; enjoining, that 1f_ any other Perfon come called t?)e plank, the bafoned hat, being firft vd‘lpped m ?he
with them to church, divine fervice fhould immediately kettle, is laid, and here they proceed to work it, by rolling -
be fufpended. Tom. i. p. 845. ] an_d unrolling it again and again, one part after another, ﬁ .

Hats make a very confiderable article in commerce : the twith the }}an.d, Emd th.én \Vlt}! a htftle wooden roller, takmg
fincit, and thofe mott-valued, are made of pure hair of an care to dip it from time to time, till at length, by'thasfrlﬂ.
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HATS.

ing and thickening it fanr or five hours, it is reduced to the
estent or dimenfions of the hat intended. 'To {ecure the
hands from being injured by this frequent rolling, &ec. they
ufually guard them with a fort. of thick gloves. i

The hat thus wrought, they proceed to give it the proper
form, which is done by laying the conical cap on a wooden
Mk, of the intended fize of the crown of the hat, and thus
tying it round with a packthread, called a commander : after

* which, with a piece of iron or copper beut for that purpofe,
and called a_fampers they gradually beat or drive down the
commander all round, till 1t has reached the bottom of the
Llock, and thus is the crown formt'zd ; what remains at bot-
tom, below the ftring, being the brim. )

The hat belag now fet to'dry, they proceed to finge it, by
holding it over a flare ('>f ftraw, or the like: then it 15
pouna’d, or rubbed over w1th‘pum.1'ce_, to take Q.ﬂ' the coarfer
%knap 3 then rubbed over afreth with feal-fkin to lay the
koap a little finer ; and lattly, 'carded thh_ a fine card to
raife the fine cotton, with which the hat is afterwards to

r- . ~ -
Tlq:’¥';l;1\irll<g'"s thus far adwanced, the hat Is fet upon its
block, and tied about with a packthread as hefore, to be
dyed. The dyer’s copper 18 nfually very large, l}o_ldmg ten
or twelve dozen of hats. The dye, or tinéture, is made of
logwood, verdigris; copperas, and alder-bark ; to which fome

alls and fumac. N
ad%ngthc.manu . Gure of La Cote d’Or, fays citizen Chauf-
fier, (Jourpal Polytechnique, i. p. 160, &c.) the nut-gall
is not ufed, and oak.bark has been fubftituted with ad-
; 2.
‘al;—tlaegre the hat is kept boiling for about three quarters of
an hour ; then taken out and fet to cpol, and then returned
to the dye, and this for ten or twelve times fucceffively. For
the method of dyeing hats, fee Dyrrve of Hals.

The dye being complete, t}z‘e ha@ 15 rfe‘u{med to the hatter,
who proceeds to dry it, by langing 3t m the top or roof
of » ftove or oven, at the bottom of Whl?h is a charcg)al
fire; when dry, it is to be {’ti.ffencd, which is done w_1th
melted glue or gum fenegal, applied thereon by firft {mearing
it, aad beating 1t over with a brufh, and then rubbing it with
the hand. -The next thing isto fleam 1t on the fleaming bofon,
which is a little hearth or fire-place, ralfed.three feet hlgh
with an iron plate laid over it exaltly covering the hearth’;
on this plate they firft fpread cloths, which being - fprinkled
over with water to fecure the hat from burning, the hat 1s

placed brim downwards thereon ; “:'hen z_noderately hot, t‘h'e
workman {trikes gently on the brim with the flat of his
hand, to make the joinings incorporate and bind {o as not t(:
uppear ; turning it from' time to timey ‘thls’ way and that
way, and at lafll overturuing and fettm_g itin the crown.

When feamed fufliciently and dried, they put it again
on the block, and brufh and iron it ona table or bench for
the purpofe, called the fall-board ; this they perform with
a fort of irons like thofe commonly ufed in ironing linen,
and heated like them, which being rubbed over and over
he hat, with the affiftance of the brufh,
fmoothens and gives it a glofs, .vvlli’ch is the laft ope.rzlatioz? ;
nothing now remaining but to clip the edges even with feif-
fars, and few a lining to the crown. -

The feveral operations employed in hat-making, are fepa-
defcribed under the articles FrLTiNg, FuLLIxG, and
hich the reader isreferred.  The laft operation,
fupra ), confifts in lining the inner-fur-
s well as of the brim of the hat,with a
which in drying gives firmnefs to the
The ufual compofition is made
d Flanders glue, which are

each part of t

rately
DyEmNGy tow
fays Chauffier, (ubi
face of the crown, a

lutinous Tubftance,
wotk,und prefervesits form.
of gum arabic, common gum, an

.of the hat-manufacture, all goats’ hair or Turkey

diffolved together in a fufficient quantity of water, ard
brought to the requifite thicknefs by boiling. This prepa-
ration, fimple and ealy as it appears, is not indifierent with
regard to the beauty and duration of the work. H it be
too tenacious, it renders the fuff dry and brittle, and after
fome months ufe, a kind of greyifh incruftation is formed on
the furface, which aliers the texture. ¢ It appeared to me,
(fays Chaufficr), that this effle@ was caufed by the gom
arabic which is added to the glue. T therctore fougin
among the plants of our own country for a fimple prepara.
tion, which might be fubitituted inftead of thefe patural and
friable gums. The mmcilaginous principle abeunds! in s -
great number of plants, and may be eafily extracted by ebul-
lition ; and a gum may even Le formed by evaporation, which
preferves its fupplenefs and flexibility. Thefe confidera-
tions induced me to recommend, inftead of the ufual prepa-
ration, a folution of glue in a decoétion loaded with the
mucilage of linfeed o1l. This preparation has been long
uled with economy in the manufaftery, and with advantage
in the excellence of the work. Since that time citizen
Margueron having communicated to me his obfervations on
the mucilage which may be extracted from the leaves of the
horfe-chefnut tree (mafronier d’Inde)y and having afcer-
taincd how great a ‘portion of mucous and adhefive matter
thefe leaves afford, efpecially when the foliation is in its
vigour ; a ftrong decoétion of thefe leaves has been ufed
with much fuccefs to make the preparation with ghie.”” Qur
author adds, that there are many otheér native plants which
would be equally proper to afford fadtitious gums, and ci
which the ufe would be very advantageous. .
Hars, Laws relating to. By 24 Geo. IIL c. 51, all
retailers of hats, commonly called felt or weol, ftuff or
beaver hats, or any leather or japanned hats, thall tzke out
a licence from the ftamp-offices, for which fhall be paid
within the bills, gor., elfewhere gs. ; which licence fhall bo
renewed annually, ten days before-the end of the year. 1f
any retailer {hall fcll any felt hats without a licence, he fhall
forfeit ol and every perfon who fhall {eli any lefs quan-
tity than one dozen of hats at one time to any one perfex,
fiiall be deemed a retailer.  Such perfou fhall put over his
dacr, or in the front of his houfe or fhop, the words ¢ dealer
in hats by retail,”’ on pain of forfeiting gos. ; and if an
unlicenfed perfon put up thele words, he fhall forfeit 5ok
For every hat fold by a licenfed retailer {hall be paid the
following duty : wiz. 1f not exceeding the value of 45, 3d s
above 4s. and not exceeding 7s., 6d. 5 from 7s. to 125, 15, 3
and above 125, 25, By 36 Geo. IIL. c. 125, all hats, pre-
vious to the delivery of themn, fhall be ftamped on the lining 3
however, any licenfed dealer may fell to any other of the
{ame defcription any unftamped hats. The penalty for felling
unftamped hats is 10/, ; and for fixing ftamped linings after
they have been uled, there is a penalty of 1o/ und tic fame
penalty alfo for receiving on fale, or wearing bats unftamged,
Counterfeiting or forging of ftamps is a capital felony. B
43 Geo. IIL c. 68, for every hat, as above defcribed, im-
ported, fhall be paid a duty of 1/ 1., and on exportation
{hall be ‘allowed a drawback of 10s. 64. For the encourage--
ment of the hat-manufaéture, it is enated by 24 Geo. I11.
¢, 21. that no hare or coney fkins fhall be exported on the
enalty of 5o00o/. and forfeiture of the fame ; and every perfon:
afliting (hall forfeit 40/, Dyeing fuch fkins incurs a forfeit-
ure of the fame, and of 20/, For the further encouragement
goats”

wool may be imported duty free.
Hats for women have been made in variouns forms,-of
filk, ftraw, fhavings of wood, ivory, feathers, gold; and

filver. N
Har



HAT

Har is alfo figuratively ufed for the dignity of a car-
dinal, or & promotion to that dignity. In this fenfe they
fay, to expect a hat; to claim, or have pretenfion to the
hat, "&c.

Pope Innocent IV. firk made the hat the {fymbol or cog-
nizance of the cardinals ; enjoining them to wear a red
hat, at all ceremonies and ‘proceflions, as a token of being
ready to {Ipill their blood for Jefus Chrilt. See Carbi-
NAL. .



