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TATFFETY, or TArraTY, in Commerce, a kind of fine,
{mooth, filken ftuff ; having, ufually, a remarkable luftre, or
glofs. ’

Alamode,

Lauflring,

Taffetas noir lufire of the French, is our alamode. -

Non luftre is our luflring.

There are taffeties of all colours; fome plain, others
ftriped with gold, filver, filk, &c. others checquered, others
flowered, others in the Chinefe point, others the Hungarian ;
with various others to which the mode, or the caprice of the
workmen, gives fuch whimfical rames, that it would be as
difficult, as it is ufelefs, to rehearfe them : befides, that they
feldom hold beyond the year in which they firft rofe. The
old names of taffeties, ard which ftill {fubfift, are, taffeties of
Lyons, of Spain, of England, of Florence, of Avignon, &c.

The chief confumption of taffeties is in the fummer-
drefles for women, in gowns, linings, window-curtains, &c.

There are three things which contribute chiefly to the
perfeQtion of taffeties, wiz. the filk, the water, and the fire.
The filk is not only to be of the fineft kind, but it muft be work-
ed a long time, and very much before it beufed: the watering
is only to be given very lightly, and {eems only intended to
give that fine luftre, by a peculiar property not found in all
water : laftly, the fire, which is pafled under it to dry the
water, has its particular manner of application, on which the
perfe&ion of the ftuff depends very much.

O@&avio May, of Lyons, is held the firft founder of the
manufa@ture of glofly taffeties; and fradition tells us the
eccafion of it. Od&avie, it feems, going backwards in the
world, and not able to retrieve himfelf by the manufadture
of taffeties, fuch as were then made, was one day mufing on
his misfortunes, and, in mufing, chanced to chew a few
hairs of filk which he had in his mouth: his reverie being
over, the filk he {pit out feemed to fhine, and, on that ac-
_ count, engaged his attention. He was foon led to refle@ on

the saffetas noirs of Lyons.

the reafon ; and, after a good deal of thought, concluded, -
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that the luitre of that filk muft come, 1. From his having
prefled it between his teeth. 2, From his having wetted 1t
with his faliva, which had fomething glutinous in'it. And,
3. From its having been heated by the natural warmth of

_his mouth. All this he executed upon the next taffeties he

made, and immediately acquired immenfe riches to himfelf,
and to the city of Lyons the reputation it flill maintains, of
givi?dg the glofs to taffeties better than any other city in the
world. . <

It will not, we conceive, be lefs ufeful than curious, to
infert here the defcription of the engine contrived by Oc-
tavio to give the glofs to taffety 5 and to add the manner of
applying it, and the compofition of the water ufed in it.

The machine is much like a filk-loom, except that, in-
ftead of iron points, here is ufed a kind of crooked needles,
to prevent the taffety from flipping : at the two extremities
are two beams, on one of which is rolled the taffety to take
the glofs ; and on the other, the fame taffety, as falt as it
has received it. The firft beam is kept firm by a weight of
about two hundred pounds, and the other turned by means
of a little lever pafling through mortifes at each end. The
more the taffety is ftretched, the greater luftre it takes:
care, however, is to be ufed that 1t be not weakened by
over-firetching. , g .

Befides this inftrument for keeping the ftuff ftretched,
there is another to give it the fire : this is a kind of carriage,
in form of a long {quare, and of the breadth of the taffeties :
it moves on trundles, and carries a charcoal fire under the
taffety, at the diftance of about half a foot.

Thefe two machines prepared, and the taffety mounted,
the Iuftre is given it by rubbing it gently with a ball, ora
handful of lifts of fine cloth, as it rolls from one beam to
the other ; the fire, at the fame.time, being carried under-
peath it to dry it. As foon as the piece has its luftre, it is
put on new beams to be firetched a day or two ; and the
oftener this laft preparation is repeated, the more it increafes
the glofs.

For black taffeties, the glofs is given with double beer
and orange or lemon-juice ; but this %.aﬂ 1s the leaft proper,
as being apt to whiten them.  The proportion of the two
liquors 1s, a gallon of orange-juice to a pint of beer, to be
boiled together to the confiftence of a rich broth.” For
coloured taffeties, they ulfe gourd-water diftilled in an
alembic.

There arealfo feveral different forts of taffeties manufac-
tured in China ; as corded taffeties, which wear well; and
alfo fome with flowers, and others beautifully ftriped ; and
a particular taffety, of which they make drawers, and other
kinds of wearing apparel. This laft is thick, and yet {o
pliant, that it may be folded and preffed with the hand, with-
out leaving any mark init. They alfo wath it, like other’
ftuffs, without its lofing much of its luftre. The  Chinefe
workmen give the luftre to this taffety with the fat of the
river-porpoife, which they purify by wathing and boiling 3
and then with a fine brufh, they give the taffety two béds in
the fame direétion, on the fide which they intend to render
glofly.



