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TEASEL, or TrazeL, in Botany. See Dipsacus.

Befide the common wild fpecies of this plant, there is a
large kind of it, the heads of which are of fingular ufe in
raifing the map upon woollen cloth, for which it is i{rro-
pagated in great quantities in many parts of the weft of
England. :

The foils moft adapted to the growth of this plant are
thofe of the more ftrong and deef inds, but which are not
too rich; as loamy clays, and fuch as have ftrong marly
bottoms, and are fit for the growth of wheat crops.

The moft favourable fituations are thofe that are rather
elevated, open, and incline a little to the fouth; and the
higher grounds, particularly where the country is inclofed,
are the moft advantageous.

For the preparation of the ground, where it is a lea, it
thould be ploughed up deeply In the early part of the year,
as in the beginning of February; and where it is inclined
to moifture, it fhould be executed in narrow ridges of not
more than three bouts each, the furrow {lices being laid over
in as even and regular a manner as poffible, the fine mould
from the furrows being raifed by the plough or fpade {o as
to cover the furface. But in lands that are fufficiently dry,
and which are broken up from ftubble, the ploughing ma
be deferred to a later period, and be laid in ridges of muc
greater breadths, and in a more flat form.

Mr. Billingfley, in his Agricultural Report of So-
merfetthire, has remarked, that in the providing feed, it
fhould conftantly be taken from fuch plants as are the moft
perfe@ of their kind, ard the moft produtive in heads ; as
there is much différence in the quantity that is afforded by
different plants, fome producing nearly 2 hundred, while
others do not afford more than egree or four. It fhould be
{uffered to remain till it becomes perfeétly ripened, and be
ufed while frefh.

With refpeé to the proportion of feed, that which is
moftly employed on the acre is from about one to two
packs, according to the above writer ; but fome make ufe
of a larger quantity, as two pecks, or more.

It may be noticed, in regard to the feafon of putting in
crops of this fort, that it 1s commonly about the middle of
March or beginning of April. The common method of
putting this fort of crop into the ground is the broad—caft,
it being fown evenly over the furface, in the manner that is
pra&ifed for turnips, fown in this way. But before this is
done, the land fhould be well harrowed down, in order to
afford a fine ftate of mould as a bed for the feed. It is then
to be covered in by a {light harrowing with 2 light fhort-
tined harrow, fuch as is ufed for grafs-feeds. Some, how-
ever, prefer a light bufh-harrow for this purpofe.

However, this fort of crop may be fown in rows in the
drill method, at the diftance of eight, twelve, or more inches
from each other, in the fame way-as that of the drilled tur-
nip. But this method is not, we believe, yet much.em-
ployed by thofe who arc in the praétice of raifing crops of
this nature. ' :

In the after-culture of crops of this kind, much depends
on the land between the plants being kept perfeétly clean
and free from wecds ; in having them fet out to proper and
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fufficient diffances, as about twelve inches; and in having
them well earthed up.. Some cultivators perform frequent
diggings, that the ground may be rendered cleaner and more
mellow, confequently the growth of the plants be the more
effe@ually promoted. This bufinefs has ufually the name
of fpaddling, or {pittling, and is executed with great dif-

atch by labourers that are accuftomed to perform it.
When thefe diggings have been finifhed, nothing further i:
neceffary till the period of cutting, which is generally about
the end of the month of July in the fecond year, which i¢
known by fome of the uppermoft heads beginning to blow ;
as when the bloflfoms fall, they are ripe, and in 2 ftate to be
cut and {ecured.

This cutting is moftly executed at three different times,
at the diftances of about ten days or a fortnight from
each other. It is performed by means of a knife, contrived
for the purpofe, with a fhort blade, and a ftring attached to
the haft. ‘This laft is done, .in order that it may be hung
over the hand' or wrilt, when the leaves are to be ftripped
from the ftem parts. A pair of ftrong gloves is likewife
neceflary. 'Thus prepared, the labourer cuts off the ripe
heads along the rows or lines, or otherwife, with about nine
inches of ftem, and ties them up in handfuls with the ftem
of one that is more perfeitly ripened, or otherwife. And
on the evening of the day on which they are cut, they fhould
be put into a dry fhed ; and when the weather is fine, and
the air clear, they thould be taken out and expofed to the
fun daily, till they become perfeétly dry. As foon as they
are completely dried, they fhould be laid up in a dry room,
in a clofe manner, till they become tough and of a bright
colour, and ready for ufe. " They thould then be forted or
feparated into three different kinds, by opening eaeh of the
fmall bundles. Thefe are diftinguithed into kings, middlings,
and ferubs, according to their different qualities. They are
afterwards, the author of the above report fays, made into

acks, which, of the firft fort, eontain nine thoufand heads ;

ut when of the fecond, twenty thoufand; the third is a
fort of very inferior value, By fome, before forming them
into packs, they are done up into what are termed faves,
by means of {plit fticks, when they are ready for fale.

The produce in crops of this nature muft -be very uncer-
tain, there being fometimes fifteen, or fixteen, or more packs
on the acre ; and at other times fcarcely any. The produce
is difpofed of to the cloth manufalturers in Somerfetfhire,
Wiltfhire, and Yorkihire.

It has been ftated, that formerly an acre of land, if well
grown, and what is deemed a full crop, often produced nine
packs of dings, nineteen of middlings, and two of ferubs.

In the county of Eflex, they have a fingular pradtice of’
cultivating and" growing teafel crops with feeds, fuch as
coriander and carraway, producing thereby a fort of treble
crop. It is ftated, that the feeds of thefe feveral plants are
fown together, very early in the fpring, upon a ftrong old
lay, once ploughed; and generally yield very confiderable
returns. .

It is noticed, that the head of the teafel is of a conical
form, two or three inches in length, and one or one and a
half in diameter at the bottom, or largeft end; armed on
every part with {mall ftrong points, turred a little down-
wards ; and are bought by the woollen manufadturers, who
fix them upon frames, calculated to cover a cylinder, which
is made to turn round, and {lightly catch their fays, bays,
and other fuch articles, which agother part of the weaver’s
machine draws againit them ; by which means the knap is
raifed to almoit any length the manufaéturer wifhes.

The largeft burs, and thofe moft pointed, are efteemed
- the
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the beft, and are nbw called male teafels ; they are moitly
ufed in the dreffing and preparing of ftockings and coverlets ;
the fmaller kind, properly called the fullers or drapers’
teafels, and fometimes the ermale teafel, ‘arc ufed in the pre-
paration of the finer ftuffs, as cloths, rateens, &c. The
{maler kind fometimes, called Jinnots heads, are ufed to draw
out the knap from the coarfer ftuffs, as bays, &c.

The leaves of the common wild teafel dried, and given in
powder or infufion, have been commended by fome as a
powerful remedy againft flatufes or crudities in the ftomach.



